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Shirtwaist Fire
	
In the United States today, workers can go to work and feel safe and secure where ever they work.  Some jobs can be more dangerous than others and some are pretty cozy and not so much of a labor job. However, there are regulations and procedures to keep the working man safe and free from most accidents today.  We should all in reality think back on what has happened in history to bring forth certain programs and labor laws, to help us as a people be protected in our daily lives.  In 1911 they didn’t have such organizations as OSHA, and other regulation and safety programs.  
Sprinkler systems throughout a building was invented back in the nineteenth century, but rarely used because of how expensive it was to install.  This certain system was very effective but was not even thought to be installed by the company owners because of the high price of the equipment.  The shirtwaist fire tragedy and others at this time of history has helped bring forth great progress to help us be better prepared.  For three years after the Asch building burned, “a state commission has issued series of reports calling for major reforms in the conditions of modern labor.”(Brinkley 2010, 532)  It was stated in Alan Brinkley’s book, The Unfinished Nation, that, “the reports calling a classic progressive document – based on the testimony of experts and filled with statistics and technical data.  This was a reform calling changes to the safety and wellbeing of the American worker.
For this assignment I have chosen, “image # 9” to really see the effects of what could have been prevented, when something goes wrong.  In this picture you can see helpless on lookers with what seems to be a specific event occurring on one of the floors in the burning building.  As the flames grew hotter and the smoke was increasingly getting thicker,  panicking workers from the Asch building would do anything to get away from the evil lurking their way.  Unable to help on -lookers watched the buildings workers jumped to their deaths in the street.  As this is occurring, one subject of the photo is looking at the after effect of the decisions made by those in the burning building.  I can imagine his thoughts as he would think why people would rather fall to mortality than be burned to death in the flames above.   
While studying this picture and seeing all possible inferences of what is going on and what those watching are thinking and seeing at that moment is hard to pin point.  As I look at the people safely on the road looking up at the burning building and possibly at more people wanting to escape the fire, I see no urgency in there reactions to help.  They almost feel lost and weak in watching this heartbreaking experience take place in front of their eyes.  In all reality, what could they do?  How could they help? The only thing the people in the streets could really react to is the broken bodies laying lifeless on the street and those in the building thinking to jump instantly to their death.
How tragic this must have been for the workers involved and bystanders watching helplessly to those choosing to end their life by jumping.  Another resource with so many other photos and eye witness accounts would have to be Cornell University Triangle web site. Many accounts have been written about this tragic day and personal stories of those whom were involved. A quote from a person personally involved in this incident was Max Hochfield he is quoted telling his story of what happened, he states” I went down to the 7th floor. I still wanted to go back, but I couldn't any more because the flames were all over in the hallway, I stayed for awhile as the girls came down the hallway. I thought maybe one of them would be my sister. The fireman ordered me down, and when I came out on the street I saw people jumping from the windows. My sister was burned to death. She was so badly burned we couldn't identify her, but her boy friend did identify her. My sister's name was Esther Hochfield. She was about 20 years old at the time. I worked at the Triangle only three months, but she had worked there about three years. She was one of the strikers at Triangle in 1909.”  (Cornell University Website, 2011)
How devastating it must have been to know his sister was in danger and couldn’t do anything about it. He wanted to go help but couldn’t because of the fire in the hall ways and the fire fighter ordering him to get out of the building.  Not only was he going through that hard time of finding his sister, he came out on the street and saw people jump from the building to get away from the flames.
Regulations to buildings, labor laws, and safety laws have come through from tragedies like this.  Better evacuation routes are in place.  Sprinkler systems were are installed and working environments are a great deal safer because of lessons learned from those in the past.  A trial statement of the after math of the shirtwaist fire stated “At Albany plans are being made for legislation that will settle this issue. One proposed bill provides that the State Labor Commissioner have control of fire escapes in New York City as in other parts of the State, and the other would vest full control in the Fire Department, as recommended by Chief Croker. (New York Times, “Blame Shifted on All Sides for Fire Horror." 1911)  This action is a small step to help control the safety and regulations of work environments and to put us in better situations to get to a safe area during a time of crisis.
	

